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charged on November 7. His clothes were disinfected, he was given an 
immune certificate, and was sent to Baltimore on the steamship Homeric, 
occupying a spare room on the main deck. The Homeric made the voy- 
age to Baltimore (via Santiago) in about ten days, having sailed from here 
on the 13th, and arrived with all hands well. After discharging her 
cargo in Baltimore she loaded coal for this port, and arrived here about 
January 5. While in Baltimore, the cook moved into the room that 
had been occupied by the officer of the Merriwether on the last voyage, 
and four days after arriving here was attacked with yellow fever. The 
cook had had no communication with the shore, and it is reasonable to 
suppose that he contracted the disease aboard the vessel. These 2 cases 
have been the only manifestations of the disease in the shipping during 
the past year, both having been sporadic cases among large crews, with- 
out any history of contagion from shore, and no subsequent cases aboard 
the vessels. The room on the Homeric was thoroughly disinfected and 
fumigated, and the bedding burned. The mess-room boy also occupied 
the room with the cook, but was in good health when he left this port. 
The immunity of the passenger and the disinfection of his clothing 
were not sufficient to protect the room from infection. There were no 
mosquito bars in the room to protect either the cook or the boy. The 
cook was not attacked until he reached Vera Cruz where the climatic 
and atmospheric conditions were favorable for the development of the 
disease. Both the cook and the mess boy were nonimmune and sub- 
jected to the same source of infection. 

Eespectfully, Saml. H. Hodgson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Vera Cruz, Mexico, January 20, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to make the following report for the week ended 
January 19, 1901 : Prom yellow fever there were 3 cases and no deaths ; 
from smallpox there were 2 cases and no deaths. The mortality from 
all causes is unobtainable at present, but will be forwarded in a day or 
two. During the week, bills of health have been issued to 6 vessels and 
health certificates issued to 44 passengers. There have been no deaths 
from smallpox or yellow fever for the past two weeks, so clean bills of 
health will be issued this week, the first time since July, 1898. 
Eespectfully, Saml. H. Hodgson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TT. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

NETHERLANDS. 

Measures for preventing the spread of plague. 

The Hague, January 7, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to advise you that by royal order appearing in 
the Official Gazette of the Netherlands of the 28th ultimo, the following 
measures have been made public with regard to the prevention of the 
spread of bubonic plague : 

1. Prohibiting the examination of persons or goods for symptoms of 
bubonic plague by means of experiments on animals. 

2. Prohibiting post-mortem examination of the corpses of persons 
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whose death has been due to bubonic plague or who are suspected 
of having had the disease. 

3. Prohibiting the transport of any material that is infected or is sus- 
pected of having been infected with the plague. And to state that 
these measures would take effect on the second day after the date of the 
order, namely, December 20 last. 

I inclose herewith duplicate copies of the order in question, with 
translation. 

Eespectfully, Stanford Newel. 

Hon. Secretary op State. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 361.— Translation.] 

Order of December 20, 1900, fixing extraordinary measures for prevention of the 
bubonic plague and the combating of the spread thereof. 

Article I. 
It is prohibited, except with the special permission of the minister of the interior, 
and with due observance of the measures adopted by him for the prevention of the 
spread of infection : 

1. The examination of persons or goods for symptoms of the bubonic plague by 
means of experiments on animals ; 

2. The post-mortem examination of the corpses of persons whose death has been due 
to the bubonic plague, or who are suspected of having had the disease ; 

3. The transport of any material that is infected or is suspected of having been 
infected with plague matter. 

This order shall be in force for the period of one year, and shall take effect on the 
second day after the date of the Official Gazette and Official Journal in which it is 
inserted. 

The minister of interior is charged with the execution of this order, which shall 
be simultaneously inserted in the Official Gazette and Official Journal, and a copy of 
which shall be sent to the council of state. 

The Hague, December to, 1900. 

WlLHELMINA. 
S. GOEMAN BOEGSIUS, 

Minister of the Interior. 
Issued this December 28, 1900. 

Cobt V. D. Linden, 

Minister of Justice. 

PORTO RICO. 

Report from Ponce. 

Ponce, P. E., January 7, 1901. 

Sir : Through chief quarantine officer for Porto Eico, I have the 
honor to transmit herewith the quarantine and abstract bills of health 
reports for the week ended Januarys, 1901; also, report of immigrants, 
the summary of transactions of this station, and mortality report of the 
city for the month of December, 1900. 

Six vessels were inspected and passed and 7 bills of health were 
issued during the week. 

During the next two or three months it is expected that a number of 
steamers will call at this port for coffee, sugar, etc., as this is the prin- 
cipal export season and Ponce the export port of the island. These are 
trans- Atlantic steamers returning to Europe which do not usually stop 
here. They come, many times, from Cuban ports and suspicious ports 
of Central and South America, but bring no cargo and few passengers 
for Ponce. It is customary to hold those from Cuba, etc., in quarantine, 
allowing them to take cargo under guard. All baggage, unless disin- 
fected at port of departure, is so treated here. 



